30. L-Eghkierex (Ballata)

Kif kienu mohbijin taht xifer blata,
imgeddsa ma’ xulxin fir-raqda twila

li gibdet is-sajf shih, hassew it-tromba
tal-ewwel xita ddoqq daqqa qalila.

“Qumu malajr,” ghajjat ix-xih bil-heffa,
“ix-xita niezla, wasal jum il-btala!
fl-ghelieqi, fil-hitan, u fuq is-sigar
kulhadd imur jitbahbah u jixxala!”

U I-gewz imxerred fl-art beda jiccaglaq,
u minn kull wahda bdew hergin it-trombi,
u kif thejjew ilkoll, bdiet hierga 1-gilwa
bil-mod il-mod minn gewwa l-katakombi.

Xi frisk hassew kif firxu fuq il-ghatba!
oh! x’benna kullimkien nizlet mis-sema!
kull fejn thares gatriet t’ilma leqqient,
ghadajjar zghar mifruxa gemgha gemghal!

11-Gilwa xterrdet, u min ghazel sigra

u tela’ mal-haziz; min qabad xatba

u mexa mal-faxx twil ta’ qtar idemma’
bil-mod mad-dlieghi twal; min ghazel hatba

Mitfugha qisha pont fuq hofra bl-ilma;

min qalb ix-xewk fedded ghalih moghdija
fil-pal tal-bajtar; min mal-hajt ixxabbat;

ilkoll grew ’1 hawn u ’l hemm qalb dawl u dija!

* * *

Ix-xatba zaqzqet ftit, u dehret Mara
bis-satal, u bix-xkora, u bis-sikkina,

— it-tromba illi habbret lill-eghkierex
il-jum ta’ ferh kienet ghall-mewt stedina! —

Fix-xkora 1-Mara tefghet il-pal ahdar

b’xi bajtra ’1 hawn u ’1 hemm tas-sajf imwahhra;
fis-satal tefghet brug u brug t’eghkierex,

u telget lejn id-dar bil-ferh imsahhra!

U minn l-eghkierex baga’ x-xwejjah wahdu,
mistohbi wara werqa sewdenija

tat-tin, jitbekka I-grajja b’qalb miksura
tal-Gilwa li ggerriet qalb ilma u dija.



