125. L-Ewwel Qatgha Xaghar

Ja Fredu zghir, ix-xaghar li twelidt bih

kibirlek hafna, u ghamlek qisek tifla;

ghalkemm kont tidher anglu b’dawk in-nokkli,
int kellek taqtghu.

[zd’ommok ma kellhiex xelin biex thallas

lill-parrukkier; bilfors 1i kellha tkejjel

kull sold 1i tonfoq, ghax miskin missierek
inzerta qieghed.

Ommok wahhlitha f’rasha li kif kellha

il-hila tahsel, tghaddi, thit u ssajjar,

hi kellha I-hila taqta’ x-xaghar ta’ wliedha;
imqass hi hatfet

U qabdet tqarwez nokkla wara nokkla

mal-art intefghu, nokkli sbieh tad-deheb

qishom tal-angli; 'mma wagqt li kienet taqta’
ommok bdiet tohlom

Il-holma ta’ Gakobb, u rat it-tarag

minn l-art sas-sema mimli kollu angli;

u xaghrek, Fredu zghir, spicca sar tarag,
targa wara ohra.

Tbissmet iz-zija, tbissmu 1-girien kollha

kif rawk imqarwez hekk; "'mma xorta tilghab

int hrigt ma’ shabek, xorta 1-hobz biz-zejt
kilt fuq il-ghatba;

U xorta rqadt fil-fond, meta ommok kienet

mimlija hsieb; l-angli telghu u nizlu

mat-tarag ta’ fuq rasek, kemm ghogobhom
bla ma hassejthom.

Tibzax, ja Fredu zghir, xaghrek jikbirlek,

it-tqarwiz jghib, missierek jibda jahdem,

u minn ghand il-barbier int mieghu tohrog
bhal ragel zghir!



