135. I1-Qmis tal-Bniedem Hieni

Darba kien hemm Re i kellu
ibnu 1-kbir, dejjem imdejjaq,
u tghidx x’ghamel ir-Re twajjeb
biex lill-Prin¢ep jara mfejjaq.

Ried li jsiefru sabiex jara
il-pajjizi u 1-bliet kbar;

ried izewgu biex iderri,
ried jaghtih flus ghax-xalar.

Ghalxejn kollox, ghax il-Prin¢ep
baqa’ mdejjaq bhalma kien;
ir-Re ordna I-ghorrief kollha
biex parir jaghtuh flimkien.

[l-ghorrief studjaw bir-reqqa
u lkoll hargu b’dal-parir:

illi ghandha ssir tfittixa

ta’ malajr u bla tnikkir,

Biex jinstab bniedem fid-dinja
illi jkun ghal kollox hieni,
uma’ dan il-qmis ibiddel
ghandu bzonn il-Prin¢ep dieni.

U malajr [-ambaxxaturi
baghat ir-Re ma’ kullimkien
biex isibu bniedem hieni
bla tnikkir u fl-agsar Zmien.

Qassis sabu li qalilhom

li bil-ferh irid itir;

ir-Re ried jaf minn ghandu
jekk jixtiegx isqof isir;

“Kemm nixtieq!” il-qassis wiegbu;
ir-Re qallu minnufih:

“Mela m’intix tassew hieni
ghax dix-xewqa taghfsek shih!”
Instab Re wisq ghani u qawwi
illi rebah lill-ghedewwa,

kellu t-tfal, kuntent ma’ martu,
in-nies kollha jhobbuh sewwa;



“Tassew hienti, jien,” qalilhom,
“dieqa biss taghfasni fis,

li trid tmut u thalli kollox;”
lanqas biss stagsewh ghall-qmis!

Darba r-Re kien ged ghall-kacca,
sema’ ghana wisq sabih;

“hawn hu I-bniedem tassew hieni!”
gal ir-Re, u minnufih

Fl-ghalqa dahal u sab guvni
jaqta’ 1-gheneb ghall-inbid:
“Ejja mieghi,” ir-Re qallu,

“gol-palazz naghtik li trid.”

“Maesta’, nizzik hajr hafna,

jien ma rrid immur imkien,

kull ma rrid ghandi ghal qalbi,
ferm kuntent hawn qieghed jien!”

Ir-Re hatfu u beda jnezzghu,
u xejn xejn ma qaghad iqis;
izda l-bniedem tassew hieni
taht il-glekk ma kellux qmis!



