44, Zurich

Meta ggerrejt bid-dghajsa mal-ghadira

tieghek, ja Zurich, qalb i1d-djar li jbajdu

u jhammru qalb il-hdura kemm kemm skura
tas-sigar gholja,

U l-ahdar cart al-moghxa u tal-imsierah,
- id-djar jizzerzqu mal-gholjiet, imsennka
bil-faxex twal tas-sardinell hamrani

sular, sular,

- sigar tal-pin u zafzaf gewwa I-ilma,

qishom carcara hadra fuq I-ghadira, -

u grejt fit-tul mal-wizz u maz-zarzelli,
mal-papri u l-borok,

Mal-blongos bughaddas u mal-perni¢i,
qalb id-dghajjes bajdana bil-qlugh ahmar
fil-wisa t’ilmijiet jiddu bix-xbieha

tar-rhula hdejhom,

U rajt mijiet ta’ tfal bix-xlief u 1-qasba,

u rajt fil-bghid I-irjus gholjin tal-Alpi

jidhru u jinhbew gos-shab bhal gabda atturi
wara s-siparju;

U meta mort, ja Zurich, fiz-zoo tieghek,

u rajt 1-aghsafar ta’ kull lewn u razza

bi lwien ta’ minghajr hjiel, bi gmiel tal-ghageb,
jagbzu fil-gageg,

U rajt l-acquarium bil-hut zghir imdawwal
jiggerra qalb i¢-caghaq u x-xtieli,
- niftakar rajt il-hut tal-Amazona

liebes 1d-deheb,

B’faxx ikhal u faxx ahmar jiddi u jilma,
u wagqt li tiela;” wara z-zgieg sthajjiltu
gliba ta’ fjuri zghart al-baby-rose

fir-rih jixxejru,



Tghaxxaqt, ja Zurich; mohhi ghereq bahar

ta’ gmiel u ta’ hlewwiet, sew sew kif teghreq

f’bahar ta’ dawl u gmiel, ta’ sliem u hena,
ix-xemx fl-ghaxija.

U wagqt illi tghaxxaqt ftakart fl-istejjer

tas-shahar u 1-fatati, bis-sbuhija

tal-gonna u tal-palazzi, kif nisguhom
id-dehen tal-poplu

U d-dehen t’awturi kbar bhal Grimm u Anderson,
Perrault u ohrajn; u meta gejt biex naghzel
bejn dak il-gmiel mahlum u 1-gmiel imgissem

li rajt quddiemi,

Ghazilt sbuhitek, Zurich hdejn 1-ghadira!

Tassew, tassew, wisq isbah in-Natura

mill-gmiel li setghet gatt tobsor u tohlom
il-fantasija!



